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 The slave population in the colonies nearly 
500,000. 
 In Virginia, the ratio of free colonists to slaves is nearly 

1:1. 
 In South Carolina it is approximately 1:2.

 Georgia took action against slave importation.
 First abolition society founded in Philadelphia
 April, first battles of the Revolutionary war 

waged between the British and Colonial armies 
at Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts. 

 Black Minutemen participated in the fighting.

 July, George Washington announced ban on 
the enlistment of free blacks and slaves in the 
colonial army. 
 By the end of the year, he reverses the ban, 

ordering the Continental Army to accept the 
service of free blacks.

 November, Virginia Governor John Murray, 
Lord Dunmore, issued a proclamation 
announcing that any slave fighting on the 
side of the British would be liberated.
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