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1790s-1840s

 What were the preindustrial ways of working 
and living?

 What was the nature of the market 
revolution?

 What effects did industrialization have on 
workers in early factories?

 In what ways did the market revolution 
change the lives of ordinary people?

 How did middle class emerge? 
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 Preindustrial society fixed the place of people 
in the social order. 

 Most artisans did not challenge the 
traditional authority of the wealthy. 

 In the early 19th century, the market 
revolution undermined the traditional social 
order.
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 Cash economy 
 decline of the barter system. 

 The pay envelope. 
 Workers searched for better jobs. 
 Laborers saw themselves as “free”

 Simon and Juanita Gless
shortly after their 
wedding. 
 Simon is wearing the suit 

in which he was married 
 Juanita is in a fashionable 

bustle dress. 
 They are the very model 

of the comfortable and 
confident 19th Century 
American Middle Class 
couple.
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 Women seen as 
responsible for 
training children.
 Formed networks 
 Read advice 

magazines
 Made contacts 
 Education and 

professional training 
were prolonged. 

 A man’s success the 
result of his family’s 
efforts.

1790s-1840s


