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Myth of Superiority 
•Fallacy of ranking from best to worst 
•Benefits to the “superior” at cost to “inferior” 

Myth of Biological Inheritance 
•Fallacy that race is genetic and immutable 
•Justifies economic and social dominance of 

prominent group

Racism Applied
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social & cultural differences 
in human societies arise 
through processes of natural 
selection, similar to those 
that account for biological 
differences among 
populations & species

Herbert Spencer

Social Darwinism

Appealing to those in ‘superior’ 
social positions

Assumes society operates 
through same laws as biology

False assumption!

No evidence that what is in 
biology, is or ought to be in 
society

J. D. Rockerfeller

Social Darwinism
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• humanity can be improved by altering 
human genotypes or their frequencies

• evolution of human traits by natural selection 
could be substituted by evolution through social 
selection

• Positive eugenics 
• increase frequency of beneficial genes

• Negative eugenics 
• decrease frequency of deleterious genes

Eugenics

• increase frequency 
of beneficial genes

• Sperm banks

• Genetic 
engineering

• Parthenogenesis

• Cloning

Positive Eugenics 
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Francis Galton
• Father of Eugenics

• English scientist in the late 
1800s

• Chose Greek word 
“eugenes”

• Noble Birth

• Inspired by cousin’s work

• Believed biology 
responsible for both 
physical and mental 
characteristics

• Britain – mid- to late 1800s
• Fear of education of the lower classes

• In Britain and the US – late 1800s to 
early 1900s

• High birth rate
• Fears of “overbreeding” of lower classes
• Problems of poverty
• Inerbreeding with immigrants

Political and Social Climate
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• At height in 1920s

• Intelligence, sexual orientation, and 
criminality caused by bad blood

American Eugenics Movement
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