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• decrease frequency of deleterious genes
• 2 - 2.5% of children born in the US are markedly 

defective - mentally or physically

• Two reasons for prevalence of deleterious 
genes

• although deleterious in homozygous condition, 
may produce hybrid vigor in heterozygous

• frequency of deleterious genes is now high 
because natural selection has been artificially 
reduced

Negative Eugenics 
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Negative Eugenics
• 1927: US Supreme Court ruled in favor of involuntary 

sterilization laws for inmates in mental institutions

• 1941: Thirty-three states had laws pertaining to the 
sterilization of the handicapped, convicts, and 
“degenerates.”

• Foreign born citizens (immigrants), African Americans 
and Mexican Americans were all involuntarily 
surgically sterilized at high rates,

• Impoverished women receiving public assistance were 
told they would have to undergo sterilization to 
continue to receive benefits.

Adolf Hitler  and Ford’s concepts of 
Race and Anti-Semitism
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Institutionalized Racism in the United 
States
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