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Restrictive Covenant

A provision in a deed limiting the use of 
the property and prohibiting certain 
uses. A clause in contracts of 
partnership and employment 
prohibiting a contracting party from 
engaging in similar employment for a 
specified period of time within a certain 
geographical area.
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Despite the presence of a substantial (10%), various minority 
population, the dominant racial ideology of Japan describes the 
country as racially and ethnically homogeneous.

Dominant Japanese use a clear “us-not us” dichotomy as the basis 
for their construction of race.

While dominant Japanese perceive their construction of race to 
be based upon biology, the burakumin construct provides 
evidence to the contrary.
• Burakumin are descendants of a low-status social class.
• Despite the fact that burakumin are genetically indistinguishable 

from the dominant population, they are treated as a different 
race.

The mixed Japanese-Koreans are treated as wholly foreign, 
despite otherwise complete cultural and linguistic assimilation.

Not Us: Race in Japan

Not Us: Race in Japan

Three- (sometimes four-) Tiered System 
• Euros/Whites (European heritage) 
• Mestizos (mixed heritage) 
• Indios (Native Americans) 

• Sometimes Blacks incorporated as a parallel or approximately 
parallel group to Indios

Really many variants, in Brazil up to 500 social 
characterization 
• Ex. Maroons

In Latin America…
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While it has some historical and social similarities with the United 
States, race in Brazil is very different from race in the United 
States and Japan.

The Brazilian construction of race is attuned to relatively slight 
phenotypic differences.
• More than 500 distinct racial labels have been reported.
• Brazilian “race” is far more flexible than the two other examples 

cited, in that an individuals racial classification may change due to 
achieved status, developmental biological changes, and other 
irregular factors.

• The multiplicity and overlap of Brazilian race labels allows one 
individual to “be” more than one race.

The complex flexibility of Brazilian race categories has made 
racial discrimination less likely to occur on the same scale as in 
the United States and Japan.

Race in Brazil

the concept  of  “race” as it  is  applied to 
humans:  how the biological and social  
categories of  race are largely unrelated


